32	meister's apprenticeship.
So lived these two fathers, often meeting to take counsel about
their common concerns. On the day we are speaking of, it had
been determined to send Wilhelm out from home, for the dispatch
of some commercial affairs.
"Let him look about him in the world," said old Meister,
" and at the same time carry on our business in distant parts.
One cannot do a young man any greater kindness, than initiate
him early in the future business of his life. Your son returned
so happily from his first expedition, and transacted his affairs so
cleverly, that I am very curious to see how mine will do: his
experience, I fear, will cost him dearer."
Old Meister had a high notion of his son's faculties and capa-
bilities ; he said this in the hope that his friend would contradict
him, and hold up to view the admirable gifts of the youth. Here,
however, he deceived himself: old Werner, who, in practical con-
cerns, would trust no man but such as he had proved, answered
placidly: " One must try all things; we can send him on the
same journey, we shall give him a paper of directions to conduct
him. There are sundry debts to be gathered in, old connexions
are to be renewed, new ones to be made. He may likewise help
the speculation I was lately talking of; for without punctual intel-
ligence gathered on the spot, there is little to be done in it."
" He must prepare," said Meister, " and set forth as soon as
possible. Where shall we get a horse for him to suit this busi-
ness ?"
" We shall not seek far. The shopkeeper in H	, who
owes us somewhat, but is withal a good man, has offered me a
horse instead of payment. My son knows it, and tells me it is a
serviceable beast."
" He may fetch it himself; let him go with the diligence : the
day after tomorrow he is back again betimes; we have his saddle-
bags and letters made ready in the mean time; he can set out on
Monday morning."
Wilhelm was sent for, and informed of their determination.
Who so glad as he, now seeing the means of executing his pur-
pose put into his hands, the opportunity made ready for him,
without cooperation of his own! So intense was his love, so full
was his conviction of the perfect rectitude of his intention to escape
from the pressure of his actual mode of life, and follow a new and
nobler career, that his conscience did not in the least rebel; no
anxiety arose within him; he even reckoned the deception he was

